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Dalhousie Yacht Club 

CONSTITUTION (AMENDED 2005) 
 
ARTICLE 1 
The name of the club shall be “The Dalhousie Yacht Club” hereinafter called 
the Club. 
 
ARTICLE 2 
The Club Headquarters shall be maintained within or closely adjacent to Dal-
housie Ward in the City of St. Catharines. 
 
ARTICLE 3  
The object of the club shall be to further the sport of boating, provide head-
quarters, docks, floats, lockers, ways, moorings and other facilities for the 
benefit of the members, to cement the fellowship of the sport of boating and 
to co-operate with all other Clubs and boat owners in the furtherance of the 
sport. 
 
ARTICLE 4 
The fiscal year of the Club shall commence on September 1st and end on Au-
gust 31st in concurrence with the period accounting system. 
 
ARTICLE 5 
The memberships at the Club are categorized as Boating Members and Social 
Members. The Boating Membership includes: Life, Full, and Associate Mem-
bers.  
The Social Membership includes: Individual, Corporate, Crew, LTS (learn to 
sail), and Honorary Members.  
 
Life Memberships achieved prior to October 24, 2002 will retain the rights 
and privileges allowed at that date. 
 
A Boating Member is a member who owns a vessel and normally operates 
within 15 nautical miles of the Dalhousie Yacht Club. A vessel is defined as 

Mission Statement 
 
We are committed to providing 
safe and affordable boating pro-
grams and activities to all our 
members, by successfully manag-
ing resources, boating facilities 
and volunteer work contributions 
by club members. 
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any vessel licensed, or qualified to be licensed, under the Canada Shipping 
Act. Boating Members are also described as General Membership within this 
Constitution. Once granted, the Member may hold Full or Associate designa-
tion by continuing to pay the appropriate fees even when they are no longer 
a boat owner. Should they choose to switch to a Social Membership, they 
must qualify as a boat owner to return to Boating Membership. 
The Board shall define, by Policy, the Responsibilities, Privileges, and Fees for 
all membership categories, if not delineated by the Constitution and not in 
conflict with the Constitution. 
 
The elected officers of the Club shall be: one Commodore, one Vice Commo-
dore, one Rear Commodore, one Secretary, one Treasurer, and eight Gover-
nors. The Commodore, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore shall be the 
flag officers. The eight Governors are Members of the Board of Governors. 
Descriptions such as: the board, elected officers, club officers, club officials, 
governing board, and elected offices, are all references to the Board of Gov-
ernors within this Constitution. 
 
ARTICLE 6 
Section 1: All elected officers must be Boating members of the Club in good 
standing for the fiscal years for which the election is being held.  The flag 
officers must be, and remain, Full Boating or Life Boating Members during 
their terms of office. 
 
Section 2: Terms of office shall be: Flag officers, one year, Secretary, one 
year, Treasurer, one year, Members of the Board-two years with at least four 
being elected each year. 
 
Section 3: The Flag Officers shall hold office for no more than two years in 
any one office. 
 
The Secretary and Treasurer shall hold office from year to year until a suc-
cessor is elected. 
 
The Members of the Board shall hold office from term of office to term of of-
fice until successors are elected. 
 
Section 4: A Boating Member seeking election to any office must be a Boating 
Member in good standing for at least two consecutive years prior to his/her 
election. 
 
Section 5: On completion of his term of office as Commodore, the immediate 
Past Commodore shall continue to serve as a member of the Board of Gover-
nors for a period of one or two years as applicable.  Such service shall be in a 
non-voting capacity. 
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ARTICLE 7 
Section 1: The Commodore will command the squadron, preside at all Board 
of Governors or general membership meetings and shall be a member of all 
committees.  He or she may call a special meeting at his or her pleasure or 
must do so if requested in writing by not less than ten Boating Members or 
three members of the Board. 
 
Section 2: The Vice Commodore shall assist the Commodore in the discharge 
of his duties and shall act as Commodore in the absence or temporary dis-
ability of the Commodore. 
 
Section 3: The Rear Commodore shall assist the Commodore in the discharge 
of his or her duties and shall act as Commodore in the absence or temporary 
disability of both the Commodore and the Vice Commodore.  The Rear Com-
modore shall carry out such other duties as may be directed by the Board of 
Governors. 
 
Section 4: The Secretary shall maintain a true and complete copy of all Club 
proceedings and an up to date list of members and their class of membership 
together with their addresses.  He or she shall notify members of meetings or 
other Club events and prepare or answer mail at the direction of the Club 
officers.  He or she shall have charge of all Club records, trophies or other 
documents and shall supply such records on the request of qualified Club offi-
cials.  He or she shall work closely in conjunction with the Club Treasurer in 
assisting in the collection of Club dues and he or she shall see to it that each 
new member is supplied with a copy of this Constitution and By-Laws and 
any other literature to which they are entitled.  In the case of the inability to 
attend a meeting, he or she is to cause the necessary books and papers to be 
conveyed to the place of the meeting. 
 
Section 5: The treasurer shall collect, disburse and have custody of all Club 
funds, keep a  complete and accurate record of all transactions and submit 
an up-to-date report on the financial condition of the Club at all meetings as 
well as whenever called upon to do so by a member.  He or she shall not dis-
burse, other than for regular operating expenses, money beyond the sum of 
ten dollars in any one month, without authority from the Board of Governors, 
such authority to be contained in the written minutes of a Board of Governors 
Meeting.  In the case of inability to attend any meeting he or she shall cause 
the necessary books and papers to be conveyed to the place of meeting. 
 
Section 6: The Board of Governors shall have full jurisdiction over all opera-
tive and administrative functions of the Club, including the approval for pay-
ment of all Club bills other than those being previously specified as payable 
by the Treasurer without approval of the Board.  No capital expenditures may 
be made without the prior approval of the Board.  All committee chairpersons 
shall be elected by the Board and their terms and duties shall be defined.  
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Annually at the first Board of Governors meeting, the Board shall elect from 
among the Members of the Board or the general membership, one Fleet Cap-
tain and one Fleet Surgeon.  Capital expenditure over and above regular op-
erating expenses of the Club must be approved by a two thirds majority of 
the Board of Governors. 
 
ARTICLE 8 
The General Membership shall meet at regular intervals as shall be notified 
by the Board or as requested by the required number of Boating Members.  
They shall receive correspondence, financial reports, reports of committee 
chairpersons, discuss capital expenditures and general Club affairs and pre-
pare resolutions of recommendations to the Board of Governors.  A quorum 
at any general meeting shall consist of twenty five Boating Members in good 
standing. 
 
The Board of Governors shall meet at regular intervals of at least once a 
month.  All elected officers of the Club may vote in Governing Board meet-
ings except that the attending ranking Flag Officer shall act as Chairperson of 
the Board and shall only cast one vote when required to break a deadlock. 
A quorum shall consist of seven members of the Board. 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Membership shall be held at the same 
time as the Election Night on the fourth Thursday in October. 
 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCEDURE 
 
ARTICLE 9 
The annual Nomination of the general Membership shall be held on the third 
Thursday in September.  At this meeting, nominations to fill elective offices 
will be received from Full Boating or Life Boating Members in good standing 
to fill the elective offices of the Flag Officers and will be received from any 
Boating Member in good standing to fill the offices of Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Members of the Board of Governors.  
 
Boating Members may receive nominations to all offices unless otherwise re-
stricted in this Constitution.  In no instance shall one Boating Member at any 
time run for or hold more than one of the elective offices defined in ARTICLE 
5 of this Constitution.  A Boating Member need not be present to receive 
nomination. All nominated candidates shall be notified by the Secretary by 
registered mail within seven days after the nomination night. 
 
Candidates for election must qualify by declaring their intention to stand to 
the Secretary in writing within fourteen days of the nomination and stating 
the office for which they intend to run.  Failure to qualify within this time 
shall be considered as a refusal to stand.  At least fifteen days prior to the 
Annual Election meeting a complete list of elective offices and the names of 
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the nominees to these offices will be mailed to each Boating member by the 
Secretary and, in addition, posted at the Club. 
 
REGULATIONS 
On advance Poll and Election night, the chairperson of the Membership Com-
mittee shall have available a list of Boating Members who are not in good 
standing and it shall be his or her duty to ensure that only Boating Members 
in good standing shall be permitted to run for election. 
 
A member of the Board of Governors who has not completed his or her 
elected term of office and who wishes to stand for another office must first 
resign from his or her present office by giving irrevocable notice of resigna-
tion to the Secretary in writing prior to Advance Poll. 
 
The names of nominees who are not in good standing at the Advance Poll and 
Election Night shall be removed from the ballot and they shall be declared 
ineligible to stand for election. 
 
On Election Night, additional vacancies which have occurred due to resigna-
tions referred to in the second paragraph above shall be filled from among 
those members nominated for election to the Board of Governors and they 
shall serve for the unexpired portion of the term of office. 
 
The Board of Governors shall appoint a Returning Officer whose duty it shall 
be to conduct elections by secret ballot. 
 
VOTING 
The Fleet Captain shall compile a list of all vessels owned by Boating Mem-
bers, which shall contain in each case the vessel name, vessel description 
and the name and membership category of the owner.  The Fleet Captain 
shall cause this official Vessel Registry to be posted at the commencement of 
the official yachting season. 
 
This registry shall be kept current and shall be used as a basis in establishing 
eligibility to vote for the Flag Officers of the Club. Only Full Boating, or Life 
Boating Members are eligible to vote for the Flag Officers of the Club. 
 
Each vessel owned by a Full Boating or Life Boating Member as listed on this 
Vessel registry shall be entitled to one vote for each of the Flag Officers. In 
no case shall any one member be entitled to more than one ballot for each of 
these offices.  In the case of split ownership boat tenders will not be consid-
ered as qualification to vote. 
 
A list of eligible voters for the Flag Officers of the Club as well those members 
who may hold these offices shall be compiled annually by a committee com-
prising the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the Fleet Captain.  This list will be 
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posted at the Club in the first week in September and any disputes arising 
from this list will be heard at the September meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors whose decision in the matter will be final.  Any candidate for a Flag Of-
fice must receive more than 50% of the ballots cast for that office before be-
ing declared elected. 
 
All Boating Members in good standing may vote for the officers of Secretary, 
Treasurer and members of the Board of Governors. 
 
Candidates for the offices of Secretary and Treasurer shall require a simple 
majority of the votes cast for each office to be declared elected. Candidates 
for election as members of the Board of Governors will be elected in so far as 
is practical by a simple majority of all votes cast. 
 
Candidates for election as members of the Board of Governors will be elected 
in so far as is practical by a simple majority of all votes cast.  
 
ADVANCE POLL 
An advance poll shall be set up at the Club on the third Thursday in October 
and shall be open for a period of not less than two hours that evening.  Bal-
lots cast during this advance poll shall be clearly identified as to the office but 
kept sealed until Election Night when they shall be counted with the regular 
ballots cast for each office. Boating Members voting at the advance poll will 
not receive ballots during the regular election. 
 
ELECTION NIGHT 
Elections shall be conducted on the Annual General Meeting night, which shall 
be held on the fourth Thursday in October. 
 
ARTICLE 10 
A Member in good standing shall be one whose annual dues are paid for the 
current year and who bears no delinquent indebtedness to the Club. 
 
ARTICLE 11 
Vacancies in the ranks of the flag offices during a fiscal year must be filled by 
election at a General Meeting called for that purpose and due notice of such 
meeting be sent to all members eligible to vote for these offices. 
 
Vacancies in the offices of Secretary or Treasurer must be filled by general 
election at the next Annual General Meeting after the vacancy occurs. Interim 
vacancies will be filled by the Commodore. 
 
Vacancies in Membership of the Board shall be filled by declaring as elected 
Candidates polling the next highest number of votes at the prior annual elec-
tion of these offices.  
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ARTICLE 12 
Application for membership in the Club shall be properly completed and sub-
mitted to the chairperson of the Membership Committee.  The Chairperson of 
the Membership Committee, after due investigation, shall bring his or her 
recommendation before the next regular meeting of the Board.  The decision 
of the Board shall be final and shall be notified to the applicant by the Secre-
tary. 
 
ARTICLE 13 
Consistent with the terms and conditions laid down in the Letters Patent and 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the Club, the Board of Governors shall be 
responsible to levy special assessments, approve capital expenditure, set or 
change initiation fees, annual dues, boat storage fees, docking and anchor-
age fees, etc., and, in general, conduct the financial operations of the Club. 
 
ARTICLE 14 
There shall be no suspension of the Constitution in whole or in any part. 
 
Proposals for amendments to the Constitution shall be in writing signed by 
not less than ten boating members in good standing and submitted to the 
Board of Governors.  Within thirty days of receipt of such amendment or 
amendments the Board shall give notice to the general membership in writing 
of the text and content and shall call a General Membership Meeting within a 
further thirty days of such notice. 
 
The proposed amendment or amendments shall be presented to the General 
Membership and they shall not be considered adopted unless a two-thirds 
majority of a quorum of Boating Members approve. In this instance a quorum 
shall consist of thirty Boating Members. 
 
Implementation of such amendments shall not take effect for at least sixty 
days following adoption. 
 
The Board shall be responsible to apply the By-Laws in the implementation of 
this Constitution and, after notice to the General Membership, shall make 
amendments to the By-Laws as become necessary from time to time. 
 
ARTICLE 15 
In event of the death of a member, the surviving spouse shall, at the time of 
death, be afforded the opportunity to continue the membership with all the 
privileges and responsibilities of the deceased spouse’s membership status. 
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BY-LAWS 
Section 1 
Subject to conditions laid down in ARTICLE 13 of the Constitution, the Board 
shall set initiation fees and annual dues.  Payments of initiations fees and 
proportional assessments of annual dues of new members are payable within 
thirty days of notification by the Secretary that membership has been ap-
proved.  Regular annual dues shall be payable during the month of Septem-
ber of each year.  All dues unpaid annually on October the 1st shall be in-
creased by $5.00 and, further dues unpaid annually on November 1st shall be 
increased by an additional $5.00.  Members whose dues are unpaid on De-
cember 1st shall be removed from the active membership list. 
 
Section 2 
Persons who have ceased to be members for reasons other than by default 
and who apply for reinstatement within twelve calendar months of the date of 
cessation of such membership shall not be required to pay a further initiation 
fee.  Cessation of membership in excess of twelve calendar months will re-
ceive applications as a new member. 
 
Section 3 
Resignations must be forwarded to the Secretary in writing and be presented 
by him or her to the next regular Board meeting.  No resignation will be ac-
cepted while a Member is indebted to the Club 
 
Section 4 
Any Member damaging or destroying Club property must pay such compen-
sation as may be set by the Board of Governors. 
 
Section 5 
Subject to conditions laid down in ARTICLE 13 of the Constitution the Board 
shall set boat storage fees, docking fees etc.  Such fees shall be payable in 
advance as notified by the Secretary. 
 
Section 6 
Unauthorized non-members will not be allowed on Club property unless ac-
companied by a Member.  Each Member will be allowed guest privileges in 
accordance with conditions specified by the Board and with the legislative 
statues of the Province of Ontario. 
 
Section 7 
It shall be the duty of the Secretary to ensure that membership receives 
proper notice of all General Meetings. 
 
Section 8 
The official Club burgee shall consist of a pennant, with proportions of the 
hoist being two-thirds the length.  The design will be a red border on white 
with red letters D.Y.C. 



10 

Dalhousie Yacht Club 

Section 9 
The Fleet Captain shall be responsible for the organization of regattas and 
boating programs throughout the boating season. 
 
Section 10 
Unless otherwise notified by the Board, the official yachting season will open 
on May 30th and close on Labour Day. 
 
Section 11 
The Board, at its discretion, may withdraw anchorage or docking privileges 
from Members who are under suspension. 
 
Section 12 
The place and method of storage of all marine equipment shall be as speci-
fied by the Board. 
 
Section 13 
Gasoline or any combustible material shall not be permitted in the boat 
houses or Club premises. 
 
Section 14 
The Club will not be responsible for the loss, theft or damage to personal 
property of Members, their families or guests. 
 
Section 15 
Dogs will not be allowed in the Club House and must be kept on a leash on 
Club property. 
 
Section 16 
No one shall be admitted to the Club House nor permitted on Club property 
unless appropriately dressed. 
 
Section 17 
Any member violating any of the Articles of the Constitution and By-Laws or 
policies established by the Board or otherwise acting in such a manner as will 
bring discredit to the Club may be charged and summoned before the Board.  
The Board shall take such disciplinary action as it deems necessary. 
 
Section 18 
The unauthorized sale of tickets in the Club House or on the Club property is 
strictly forbidden. 
 
Section 19 
No intoxicated person will be allowed to remain on or permitted to enter Club 
property. 
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Section 20 
All disputes shall be brought before the Board for settlement and the Board’s 
decision in such matters shall be final. 
 
Section 21 
All funds that are raised by a special assessment from members for a speci-
fied purpose (including the 2004 special dock assessment) shall be deposited 
into a separate, segregated fund, to be called a “Named” Special Assessment 
Fund.  A separate “Named” Special Assessment Fund shall be established for 
each special assessment. 
 
Funds in each ”Named” Special Assessment Fund shall be invested in a sepa-
rate bank account or investment certificate for each such fund.  Interest 
earned on each “Named” Special Assessment Fund shall be paid to the 
“Named” Special Assessment Fund. 
 
Funds in each Named Special Assessment Fund may be used only for the pur-
pose specified at the time of the applicable Special Assessment. 
 
The Club shall maintain a record of the names of each member who contrib-
utes to a “Named” Special Assessment.  If the funds in a particular “Named” 
Special Assessment Fund are not all spent for the “Named” purpose within 
seven years from the date of such special assessment, the balance on the 
Fund shall be repaid to the persons who paid it. 
 
No person shall be repaid more than such person originally paid into such 
fund, and if some persons who paid into the fund cannot be located, their 
money shall be transferred to the Club’s general account.  If there is not 
enough money in the fund to repay all contributions in full, then the money 
available shall be paid out to all persons who contributed to such fund, pro-
portionately. 

Vision Statement: 

 
The Dalhousie Yacht Club is a 

friendly, safe and affordable 
boating community dedicated 

to learning, respect for all, and 

enjoyment in all aspects of the 
sport of boating. 
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CONDITIONS OF STORAGE 

 
1.No boat or trailer may be stored on Dalhousie Yacht Club property without an 
approved or completed application. Only members in good standing may sub-
mit an application by September 30th. 

2.All boats, cradles, trailers etc. will only be placed where directed by the 
Yard Chairman. 

3.All cradles must be knock-down type. 

4.Members wishing to store vessels longer than a winter season must apply in 
writing for extended storage. Long term (in excess of 12 months) storage is 
charged at 3 times the normal rate. Maximum yard storage of 3 years. 

5.Should a boat be placed in an inappropriate location, as a result of long term 
storage (i.e. exceeding the normal winter season), and is deemed necessary 
by the Board to be relocated, the costs shall be bore by the owner. 

6.Boats will be lifted as scheduled by the Board and in order as directed by 
the Yard Chairman. 

7.Prior to lifting, slings are to be placed as directed by the boat owner and 
must be tied horizontally to prevent slipping. The owner of the vessel is re-
sponsible for placement and securing of the lifting slings. 

8.Cradles, trailers and support blocks must be clearly identified with the 
owner’s and boat’s name and all must be in good repair and capable of 
safely supporting the boat. Unsafe cradles, as determined by the Yard 
Chairman, may result in the refusal by the Club to provide either crane ser-
vice or storage or both. 

9.Water and electrical services are provided to each storage area. The Board 
does not guarantee accessibility or availability of these services to every 
storage position. 

10.Charges for storage and crane service will be as determined by the Board 
and published in the Breeze. 

11.Normal seasonal maintenance, only, is permitted on Club property. Exterior 
repairs or refurbishing of boats is not permitted on club property. 
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DOCK/DRY HOIST/LAUNCH RAMP RULES 

The initial dock allocation will INCLUDE ONLY members in good stand-
ing whose docks requests are received with a valid deposit on or before Feb-
ruary 28th, 2009.  The committee will allocate these docks using the published 
criteria. (See rule 9).  Applications received after February 28th, are subject 
to a $25.00 late fee.  Remaining empty docks will be allocated to members 
in good standing paid after February 28th, in secondary rounds of dock allo-
cation.   

FEES: 

1. Members in good standing may complete and submit the Application Form, 
signed on both sides, with a $400.00 cheque (payable to the Club and not 
post dated) prior to February 28th. Failure to do this will result in loss of 
priority for docking. Late filing will result in a $25.00 late charge. 

2. Annual Dock, Dry Hoist and Launch Ramp rates and any special assess-
ments will be set by the DYC Board and published in the DYC club paper, 
"The Breeze". 

3. Member’s boats must be in DYC docks by May 20th unless special arrange-
ments are made with the Dock Chairman. Otherwise the dock will be reas-
signed and $400 dock deposit is forfeited. 

4. Dock rental fees paid shall not be refunded under any circumstances, even 
if the dock holder quits the Club, is suspended or expelled, or sells his boat. 

5. Fees charged for dock rental include summer cradle storage (for knock-
down cradles only). 

6. To store a trailer in C-Yard, an application and $75.00 fee must be submit-
ted by May 15th. A late fee of $25.00 applies thereafter. 

7. Cradle knock-down fee is $60.00 

ASSIGNING DOCKS: 

8. The initial dock allocation will INCLUDE ONLY members in good standing 
whose docks requests are received with a valid deposit on or before February 
28th. . 

9. Remaining empty docks will be allocated to members in good standing 
paid after February 28th, in secondary rounds of dock allocation.  Docks shall 
be assigned by the Dock Chairman for the benefit of all members and in the 
best interests of the Club.   
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10. A member who has paid for a dock shall normally have first option for 
that dock in the following year during the initial dock allocation, but is not 
guaranteed that dock. Vacant docks assigned to new members during the 
season are subject to reallocation.  

11. Any docks not assigned to returning members in the initial dock allocation 
will be offered to members whose boats fit in those docks, on the basis of fit, 
best interest of the club, special needs and dock points. Members who sub-
mit applications by February 28th will have priority on vacated docks over 
those who submit after February 28. 

12. A member vacating a dock for one year may retain priority for that dock 
by paying the full dock rental fee for that year. 

13. DYC reserves the right to use any dock vacated for more than 24 hours 
for a visitor boat. Please notify the office when you intend to be away. 

14. Vacated docks will be reassigned according to dock points. Members may 
request changes at time of Application for Dockage. 

ELIGIBILITY TO USE DOCKS: 

15. Members may occupy only docks assigned to them by the Dock Chair-
man, only if fully paid for, and only for the boat applied for.  I realize that to 
do otherwise is trespassing. 

16. Applications must specify the names of any non-family who are co-
owners or co-users of the boat, all of who must be DYC members. Any 
change in ownership requires a new Application. 

17. If there is waiting list for docks, a member shall be assigned one dock 
only. 

18. Members who are expelled from membership, or who sell their boats, 
must remove their boats from DYC docks, walls and property within 7days. 

SAFETY AND OTHER ITEMS: 

19. Catamarans are permitted on a trial basis. 

20. Owner must maintain Public Liability and Damage Insurance on my 
boat of at least $1,000,000.00. 

21. By signing this Application, each dock holder agrees to indemnify and 
save harmless the Club from any claims arising from the use of such boat, 
dock, or any other club facilities by the dock holder, other owners of such 
boat, and any guest 



15 

Dalhousie Yacht Club 

22. No boats are permitted to be tied to any DYC dock from December 1 to 
April 1. A boat at the DYC Fuel Dock must be attended by its owner. Member 
boats shall not be left on the DYC wall for more than 48 hours. 

23. Commercial operations such as Charter Boats shall not pick up or dis
charge its paying passengers onto club docks or property. 

24. Fuel must not be loaded onto boats except at the Fuel Dock. 

25. Boats must carry all legally required safety equipment (life jackets, fire extin-
guishers, etc) from boat launching until haul out. 

26. No lit BBQ’s on docks or boats. Running on the docks is prohibited. 

27. The boat and its dock lines, electrical cords and water hoses, garbage, 
etc. must not obstruct or make unsafe the dock walkways. 

28. Boats must be tightly secured to the docks with lines of adequate 
strength and not of materials (i.e. polypropelene) that tend to loosen their 
load. 

29. No major repairs or constructions which create a hazard or would prevent 
the normal recreational use of neighbouring boats will be permitted. 

30. No new storage lockers shall be placed on or attached to the docks. 

31. Dinghies not in use must be stowed in a secure manner, away from traf
fic. 

32. Vacated docks will be reassigned according to member’s accumulated 
points. Members should request changes using the Official DYC Dock Change 
Request Form. Verbal requests will not be taken. 
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