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Commodore’s Report … 

(by Paul Haynes) 

A lot has happened in the month of July and it’s great to 
see some normality around the DYC. With the water lev-
els showing some signs of going down, work has begun 
on the above ground fuel tank system: a big thanks to 
Stewart, Jason, Kevin, Tom and Mike for digging, and to 
Mike Gionet and Dave Pressley for getting the formwork 
in place and tying rebar. We should pouring the pad by 
Wednesday July 26th, and after a bit of concrete cure 
time, Castle will be bringing in our new tanks to begin 
installation and we should be dispensing fuel in August. 
If you need a pump-out, we are open now and ready to 
pump-out your holding tank. Again, I would like to thank 
all the volunteers who have helped keeping DYC on track 
this year. 

  

Barb and Paul’s Excellent Adventure, Delivering Cassio-
peia from Ivy Lea (1000 Islands) to DYC. 

  

Barb and I are very pleased to have our new boat 
“Cassiopeia” back at DYC. It was a seven day trip from 
Ivy Lea which is about 10 miles east of Gananoque at the 
Thousand Island Bridge to the USA. Our first destination 
was Kingston arriving at Confederation Bay Marina, 
which was fabulous. Located in downtown Kingston, 
with great docks, friendly neighbours, and three dock 
hands in red shirts were waiting for us to land in the slip. 
A rain storm quickly blew through followed by a great 
rainbow. Then we headed into town for dinner at 
Wooden Heads Gourmet Pizza. The next morning we 
went to the Kingston Market, buying some supplies for 
the next leg of trip and left with a new appreciation for 
Kingston. It is absolutely beautiful city with stunning ar-
chitecture, vibrant with lots of young people. 

  

Our next stop was Picton, and definitely one of our best 
sails, heading down the Adolphus Reach. We had the 
perfect wind angle, flat water and 10 knots of wind 
which really allowed us to relax and take in the scenery 
for hours. Once rounding the corner to Picton, we put on 
the engine and headed towards the Prince Edward Yacht 
Club, a warm and friendly place. The weather was per-
fect and very hot, so we immediately ordered some 
cooling drinks at the bar and sat on their shady patio. 
We walked into town and enjoyed a lovely dinner along 
with a great Sandbanks wine. The next morning we 
ended up leaving later than expected after correcting a 
small fuel leak on our tank. So we did a short day to the 
Crates Marina in Belleville. It was another hot day on the 

boat, so upon arriving we 
went swimming off the back 
of the boat at the dock just to 
cool off. The next day we 
headed for Brighton which 
would take us thru the Murray 
Canal: simply beautiful. We 
motored extra slowly to check 
out all the turtles and have 
lunch, then arriving in 
Presqu’ile/Brighton at a great spot called the Habour-
view Marina Café. An older English couple were very 
welcoming and we tied up on the outside finger with a 
stunning view of the bay and the opening to Lake On-
tario. We had dinner there on the patio: excellent food 
and friendly service; a real gem of a place. 

  

The next destination was a longer hike to Cobourg out 
on the lake. Wind was on the nose and we tacked up the 
coast staying approximately 5 miles from shore. We 
sailed about half the day and motor sailed the other half. 
The wind was between 10 and 15 knots and overall we 
had a good day, rarely seeing any other boats. Overall, 
not many boats were travelling and we had no problem 
getting a slip as a single boat. We arrived in Cobourg in 
the afternoon. The docks were great but they have no 
power at all this year. This was a bit of problem as we 
felt the new boat had some battery issues. Cobourg’s 
power issue is due to the fact that the source of power 
on land is too low, and the water is high. 

  

The next morning on Saturday, we left Cobourg and 
headed for Whitby. This was a very long leg. The 
weather was still sunny, but the wind was building and 
on the nose. As we left, another similar sized sailboat 
left at the same time. As we sailed close to them, we 
confirmed that we were both headed to Whitby. This 
was great as the previous day on the big lake was a bit 
lonely. But they must have forgotten something, as they 
turned around headed back to Cobourg, we did see 
them come into Whitby later that day. The wind was 
consistent between 18-20 knots, temporarily building to 
22-24 knots steady for a couple of hours midday and 
then back to 15-20. As we approached Whitby it built 
again to 25 knots steady and it was very choppy in 
Whitby Bay. We stayed at the Whitby Yacht club and 
went to the Whitby Rib Fest nearby. Then we 

Cont’d ... 
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Commodore’s Report  cont’d … 

lovely evening with after din-
ner drinks with the Commo-
dore and friends of the 
Whitby Yacht Club. 

  

The next day was our big 
crossing from Whitby to Dal-
housie. The wind was fore-
casted at 13-15 knots, west in 
the morning and SW in the 
late afternoon. We made the 
decision to power-sail to-
wards Toronto, then turn al-

most due south in order to cross in one tack. The day 
started out great down the coast to Toronto. But as 
we tacked the boat about 5 miles south of Toronto 
Islands, the engine made a loud, strange noise and 
smoke appeared in the Cabin. We immediately killed 
the engine and checked it out. A steel joint connection 
on the exhaust had snapped and I could see it was cor-
roded. We confirmed there was no fire and we were 
already sailing in the right direction for home. So our 
decision was to stick to the original plan to sail across, 
now just with no motor. We unfurled the mainsail and 
off we went, making good time until the center of the 
lake. Like when all thing go bad they all go bad at 
once, the wind built quickly to 25 knots and shifted to 
the SW, on the nose again, but now we had 2 metre 
waves, and an unfriendly sky. The auto-helm would 
not work as the battery power was low. Now wind 
steady 25 knots, gusting higher, it took forever to get 
across. Pounding into the waves slowed us down and 
made for a very bumpy ride. We sailed into the St. Ca-
tharines Marina Bay, as putting in another tack and 
sailing in the DYC channel was not an option. The land-
fall of the St. Catharines Bay blocked the SW Wind and 
we dropped anchor in the protected bay and were 
relieved to finally escape the wind and waves. Yeah! 

  

Shortly after arriving, Vice Commodore Captain Bill 
called me as it was getting late (8p.m.) and he knew 
we were supposed to be arriving. I told Bill we were 
safe in the bay and awaiting a tow from our friends 
Larry, Jason and Jeff who towed us the last mile of our 
long trip. We were extremely happy to be back in Port 
and Jason gifted us with bottle of champagne, which 
was opened with a flying cork!  

Paul & Barb 

Rainbow—Confederation Marina, Kingston 

Murray Canal 

Sailing to Whitby, friendly boater turned back 
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Dock Chair Report … 

(by Jeff Newkirk) 

 

As the water slowly recedes we are finally able to secure members into their slips on B 
dock.  Over the next few weeks we should be able to have everyone return to their 
regular slip. Please do so as soon as is convenient for you, and let John or myself know 
so that we can keep track of placements and reorganize as need be. 

 

If you are going to construct a riser, please check with me first so that we can make 
sure that it is consistent with the other designs that have been built so far, for both 
appearance and safety reasons.  We don't want our docks to appear junky or disor-
ganized to the public as they look out from the shore, and we want to make sure that 
they don't impede use by our members or visitors.  Also, remember that anything that 
you install must be removed from the dock and taken away at the end of the season. 

 

Please make sure that your boat is secured correctly, and that no portion of your boats rails, anchors, or equipment 
overhangs the dock.  This is extremely important as any overhang limits the ability to pass freely along the walk-
ways, and can be a danger at night.  Currently, there are a few boats on the floating docks that need to have some 
adjustments made to correct this issue.  The next time you are at your boat, please check and adjust your lines as 
necessary. 

 

As more of us are using our boats, and we are cleaning and filling the docks, please remember that there is a city by-
law the prohibits the feeding of all water fowl.  Although it seems an innocent gesture, and can be fun for children, 
it encourages the ducks and geese to hang about, and they tend to gather on the wooden docks at night, making a 
mess of the decking.  Please don't encourage the soiling of your fellow members docks by feeding the ducks and 
geese. 

    Jeff  Newkirk     
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Farewell Rikkimac ... 
(by Len Mcintosh) 

 

It was the first distance race of 2017 (June 25) from Port 
Dalhousie to Niagara-On-The-Lake and return, with a SW 
wind in the 8 to 12 knot range. Weather forecast 
(isolated thunderstorm) was not ignored, but, it turns 
out, underestimated. Six boats checked the forecast and 
five decided to go sailing. 

 

The 11:00 a.m. start included Northcaught, Ruby Tues-
day, Chimo and Rikkimac and were joined by Ed Burkout 
on AilKat. With the wind on our starboard rear quarter 
we made Pt. Weller in excellent time. 

 

Looking back the sky was darkening. Winds were build-
ing and all of us were moving very well. Heading home 
would mean turning around into 15 to 20 knots and a 
darkening sky. This option didn't appeal to anyone. I 
think we all hoped to outrun or dodge it. 

 

Rikkimac (Tanzer 22 single handed) was in last place at 
this point (I'm positive I was gaining on the fleet) and 
decided to stay closer to shore. Crossing the bay east of 
Pt. Weller, Rikkimac was flying, doing 7 to 8 knots top-
ping out at 9.4 knots (nose bleed was a definite con-
cern!) 

 

Nearing the eastern side of this bay, wind speed and 
boat speed suddenly dropped. I began adjusting course 
hunting for pressure when I was knocked on my side 
with a serious blast of wind. Both sails were in the water 
and water was coming in the cockpit over the side. This 
was not windows in the water, this was winches in the 
water! 

 

The wind felt like you stuck your head out the car win-
dow at 60 MPH, but instead of steady pressure it was 
pulsing. The boat was pinned on its side, and was not 
popping up. Before being knocked down I had been sit-
ting, weight on my butt. I was now standing, weight on 
my feet and I hadn't moved except to straighten up. 
There was nothing I could do at this point except release 
the mainsheet and wait. 

 

After what seemed to me, to be about 20 seconds 
(could have been longer) the boat popped up. The boom 
was out 90 deg and to my horror (and my second WTF 
moment) the bitter end of the main sheet was dangling 
from the end of the boom maybe two feet below the 
top block, and beyond reach. 

 

Grabbing the three strands of the unsecured mainsheet, 

I tried to bring in the 
boom but there was too 
much pressure. The wind 
was now in the 25 to 30 
knot range. There was no 
response on the tiller as I 
was almost in a "hove to" 
configuration but without 
the ability to bring in the 
main sail. The head sail 
was all out (I had been on a broad reach) and now catch-
ing wind as I was beam to the wind. I wasn't sailing, the 
boat was being pushed by the wind. I was still on star-
board tack, bow heading to shore. At one point I was 
pretty sure I would be on the beach (on the eastern side 
of Pt. Weller Bay) unless I could get the end of the main-
sheet. 

 

There are two or three large homes on shore and I won-
dered if anyone was watching. Later I learned from the 
coast guard, someone on shore was watching and called 
the coast guard about a sailboat knocked on its side for 
45 seconds, in distress and heading for the rocks. In ad-
dition to the coast guard rescue boat, emergency people 
were heading to the rocky beach. 

 

After about 10 minutes, I finally managed to grab the 
end of the mainsheet and thread it into the cleated 
block and now bring in the main. With some control 
now, I furled in the head sail, but it furled very tightly 
and there was no furling line for the last four feet of the 
sail. I was left with essentially a storm sail, which was 
not by choice. 

 

The shore was close now (75 feet) but with a main under 
control and the wind still from the west I fell off (the 
wind, not the boat), jibed, and sailed away from shore 
(on port tack) heading NE. I was pretty tired at this point 
and wasn't considering sailing. 

 

Next up get the 3.5 HP outboard down and in the water 
and going. Wind direction was from the west/southwest 
and I'm on the east side of Pt. Weller Bay, looking at six 
to eight foot waves. Now into the wind, I dropped the 
main and began to slowly motor into the weather. Only 
making 2 to 3 knots, it was like walking a tightrope. I had 
to stay dead into the wind, otherwise, if I went off one 
side or the other, getting back on course with such a 
small motor was very difficult and I didn't want those 
waves on my beam. 

 

Just about this time, the coast guard arrived. They asked 
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Farewell Rikkimac cont’d ... 
 

if I was ok (several times.) I'm guessing the colour hadn't 
returned to my face yet. I said I was fine but my little 
motor is slightly anemic and a tow would be great. Rikki-
mac's rigging was shaking a lot and I suspect that during 
the knockdown everything stretched/loosened. They 
agreed that a tow would be a good idea. 

 

I went forward (this was a dicey operation) to place their 
tow line. They let out about 200 feet and we were un-
derway doing 5 knots. 

 

The first wave we went over (these were big waves) put 
me on my rear end (WTF moment #3.) As the boat accel-
erated down the backside of the wave, the tow line went 
slack and then there was a violent jerk. This repeated at 
just about every wave and my rigging seemed to be 
shaking more violently. After about 10 minutes, the back 
stay let go, (my fourth WTF moment.) It was the barrel of 
the turnbuckle that had unscrewed itself. At this point I 
blew my air horn but the coast guard didn't hear me, 
between the weather howling, their helmets and their 
engines plus they face forward on saddles on the Hurri-
cane Zodiac. There was no response (my fifth WTF!) I 
now understand the meaning "swearing like a sailor." 

 

My furler was now holding the mast upright, and the 
mast was in a boot with a rear hinge which doesn't allow 
forward movement. But after about four or five more 
jerks, the mast bottom ripped out of the boot and col-
lapsed forward on the furler, bending it and slowly falling 
forward. With the bottom of the mast free and leaning 
forward, it began to crush the pulpit and the 
mast began to fall into the water, slowly bend-
ing the furler foil into a smaller and smaller cir-
cle. 

 

At this point, I think those in the Zodiac felt the 
drag of the mast in the water. This was about 
the time I laid on my air horn a second time. 
They turned around came back to me and one 
guy (the young one) boarded. We wrestled the 
mast back on board (this was not easy,) se-
cured it (sort of) situated precariously with 
most of the mast sticking out the front of the 
boat. 

 

By now we were close to the canal entrance 
and the balance of the trip to Pt. Weller was 
just a matter of hanging onto the bottom of the 
mast which came back about two feet into the 

cockpit. 

 

Once tied up at the coast guard dock, with lots of help, 
we secured everything and I prepared to motor home, 
but a second squall warning came and we all took cover 
on the coast guard "patio" and watched the wind show 
her power. Trees bent over 30 degrees, and the Canada 
geese lay down hugging the ground head to wind. The 
bow and stern of Rikkimac rose and fell three feet, wind 
direction was north to south. This was the second of two 
reported squalls and lasted about one minute. We were 
all impressed! 

 

I motored back to my dock with a coast guard escort and 
later surveyed the damage, mast bottom chewed up, 
windex and mast light gone, boom/mast attachment 
shredded, furler foil now oval rather than straight, head 
sail edge shredded, mast shroud plates bent, bow fore-
stay attachment fitting bent 30 degrees, pulpit newly 
configured, and my homemade lazy jacks destroyed 
(that really upset me.) 

 

Each of the other boats in our Fun Race had a story to 
tell and all made it home in one piece. This is the second 
time I had to call my insurance agent about my boat be-
ing wrecked! In both cases insurance proceeds go a long 
way to heal wounded pride. 

 

Watch future issues of The Breeze for the story of Diver-
sion, the J 24 that defined the word "Smithereens" when 
it was smashed to bits (literally little bitty pieces) at The 
Port Dalhousie Outer Range Lighthouse 12 years ago this 
October. 

Rikkimac’s last trip down the harbour 
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History Matters ... Problematic Waters — Low water, 1998 
(by Dan Sundy) 

Kita Walks on Water as 
Sharon brings Tara to the 
dock 
(Photo by Val Jack) 
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North Caught placed 2nd overall in their fleet of 11 boats in the 6 day GHYRA racing event. Left to right in the 
photo: Steve, Jola, Wendy, Chris, Claire. (Photo contributed by Wendy Northcotte) 

Alexander Pickwick 
finished third over 
line and third in her 
class. Left to right: 
Paul Plamonvon, 
Dave Potts, Charlie 
Bungard, Jim White, 
Peter Bennett, 
Sheila Bennett.  
(Photo courtesy of 
Jim White) 

Congratulations DYC Racers ... 
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Electric Shock Drowning … 

What every boater needs to know about ESD. 
 
Every boater and every adult who swims in a freshwater lake 
needs to understand how it happens, how to stop it from hap-
pening, and what to do — and not to do — if they ever have 
to help an ESD victim.  To find out more, read article in Sea-
worthy, July 2013 

http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/assets/pdf/electric-shock-drowning-explained.pdf
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/assets/pdf/electric-shock-drowning-explained.pdf
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Wooden Dock Pot Luck … 

A return to more familiar times....The first 
wooden dock collective gathering of the 
year, 22 July!  Organized by Dave and  
Allison Pressley (Photos left submitted by 

Dan Sundy; right by Val Jack) 
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Dock Risers by Dale Jack and Dan Sundy … 

(Photos by Val Jack and Paul McManis) 
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Dock Risers by Dale Jack and Dan Sundy cont’d … 

(Photos by Val Jack and Paul McManis) 
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At your Service, at DYC … 

(Photos submitted by Nancy Lewis) 

Liam 

Edward 

Alex 
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Pickin’ on the Dock 
Every Thursday 

Tune-up at 7 p.m.,   BYOB (Banjo) 

West Side Dock 

VolunteerVolunteerVolunteer   

Database Designer Database Designer Database Designer 

to assist DYC with 

improving 

Invoicing 

procedures.  

Please contact 

Richard Nowina for 

more information. 

Always be yourself. 

Unless you can be a pirate. 

Then always be a pirate. 
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Thinking of buying or selling a boat? I can help! 

RUSS PERRY 
rperry@bridgeyachts.com 

Cell: 905-512-0417 Tel: 905-304-1648 

Photo by Nancy Lewis 

mailto:rperry@bridgeyachts.com
http://cnacinc.wix.com/cnacincweb/
http://www.bridgeyachts.com/
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mailto:mailto:marlonmarine@hotmail.com
http://www.colauttimarine.com/
http://www.mydoterra.com/ashleynardilli
http://www.info@mackies.ca/
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Race Night Photos by Nancy Lewis 

http://www.sportechsails.com/
http://www.sportechsails.com/
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POSITION NAME EMAIL PHONE BOAT 

Commodore Paul Haynes phaynes@salitsteel.com 905-327-6144 Cassiopeia 

Vice Commodore Captain Bill Sullivan billsbluemoon665@gmail.com 905-984-0026 Blue Moon 

Rear Commodore Simon Krall simon.krall@gmail.com 905-401-5692 T-Bone 

Past Commodore Jim White jimwhite@live1.ca 905-328-6876 —— 

Treasurer Richard Nowina richardnowina@me.com 905-468-1969 Seascape 

Secretary Tom Schulz tschulz2@cogeco.ca 905-934-1329 Therapy 

Dock Chair Jeff Newkirk jeff@precisioncanvas.com  905-933-2560 Cast Away 

Entertainment Chair Thomas Lynam thomas.lynam@gmail.com  905-322-0351 Hip Hip 

Fleet Captain & Infrastructure Rossco Field rossfield1@gmail.com 289-214-3193 Virago 

Food and Beverage Chair Don Hetherington donh@landonmorgan.com 905-641-2476x223 Living in Fiction 

House Chair Ted Chamberlain tedstunes@sympatico.ca  289-213-8712 Cupra 

Learn to Sail Chair Jason Smyth jasonjsmyth@gmail.com 905-321-3462 Boomerang 

Membership & Communication Jim Raleigh jraleigh42@yahoo.com  905-988-3138 Mary O’Reilly 

Yard Chair Kevin Roach kevinroach@sympatico.ca 905-227-0487 Clipper 

APPOINTMENTS         

Club Manager John Brown manager@discoverdyc.com 905-931-7119  —— 

History Dan Sundy drsundy@vaxxine.com 905-892-3840 Jackall II 

Cruising Sharon Paris parisail2@gmail.com 905-931-9307  Tara 

Racing Larry Hildebrandt larry@hilde.ca 905-937-6145 Push 

Breeze Editor Brenda Hazlewood brendahazlewood@gmail.com 519-410-7677 Blueberry Ripple 

Strategic Planning Group John Krall jrkrall@gmail.com 905-892-5950 Black Magic 

DYC Board of Governors 2017  

43.12.291 N     79.15.784 W 
 
DYC Office    905-934-8325  ext 21 
Restaurant 905-934-8325  ext 22  
Fax       905-934-5966 
 
Website:  www.discoverdyc.com 
 
VHF Harbour Office           Ch  68 

 
CND Customs 1-800-226-7277 

Dalhousie Yacht Club 
74 Lighthouse Road 
St. Catharines, ON 
L2N 7P5 

http://www.discoverdyc.com
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DYC Calendar of Events DYC Calendar of Events DYC Calendar of Events    

Check the DYC website calendar for details and times 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Just for Fun Race 

2 
Race Night 

3  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

4 5 

6 
Just for Fun Race 

7 8 
Just for Fun Race 

9 
Race Night 

10  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

11 12 

13 
Just for Fun Race 

14 15 
Just for Fun Race 

16 
Race Night 

17  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

18 19 

20 
Just for Fun Race 

21 22 
Just for Fun Race 

23 
Race Night 

24  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

25 26 

27 
Distance Race 
 

28 29 
Just for Fun Race 

30 
Race Night 

31  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

  

August 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Cornucopia  
   Fish Fry 

2 Cornucopia 
Race and BBQ 

3 
Just for Fun Race 

4 5 
Just for Fun Race 

6 
Race Night 

7  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

8 9 

10 
Just for Fun Race 

11 12 
Just for Fun Race 

13 
Race Night 

14  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

15 16 
Sailpast 

17 
Just for Fun Race 

18 19 
Just for Fun Race 

20 
Race Night 

21  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

22 23 

24 
Just for Fun Race 

25 26 
Just for Fun Race 

27 
Race Night 

28  Pickin’ on the 
Dock 

29 30 

September 2017 

https://www.dalhousieyachtclub.com/

